
RICHMOND IS IDE
CITY BEAUTIFUL

Facts and Figures Gath¬
ered From the Building
News of the Country.
GOOD HISTORY

REPEATS ITSELF

Inspector Beck Is the Baron
Haussemann of Richmond.Old
Shacks of Reconstruction Era
Making Room for Twen¬

tieth Century Beauty
and Ornament.

UV PRANK s. U hudson.
Building operations in all of the

leading ellles and towns af the country
are on a boom. I-'nun an advanced
sheet of Construction Newa, u publi¬
cation in Chicago which ieil» once a
month all about bullding operations
the country over. 1 gather some in¬
teresting f..et«, j quote from the ad-
ca need sheet:

"Building In the leading eitle» of the
country for March shows a variety of
conditions, and upon the whole a tain
of ti per cent, over the correspondingmonth a year ago. In the larger elites
there war. a handsome Increase, with
the exception of Chicago, where the
figures show a serious decrease as the
result of the exceedingly cold wea¬
ther and labor troubles, Illustrating
clearly Just how deplorably bad lliesotwo elements interfere, with construc¬
tion, there being a decrease Ol ¦><)
per rent. In comparison with the same
month a year ago. During the month
Just closed permits were taken out In
seventy-three cities for the const ruc¬
tion of 17.«160 buildings, reprcscntlng
un Investment of )T3.:<j,319, rb;/,gainst
Z1.771 buildings. Involving a /fital lu*
vestment of J6J.160.339 tor//he cor¬
responding month a year ago, a do-
croaso of 1,111 buildings and a gain
of H,101.980. or 6 per cent."

Hlehniond'a fiood Mkunlng.
Hero follows a table which shows

what seventy-three cities did In
Match of this year, an<l compares
»hose doings with those "f March of
lust year. This report show.- that
Hlrhmond started the building of 129
houses last month, whereas In the
;nomh of March of l.'.st year. the
bill Id I iik permits were fi'r only ninety-
four buildings. And yiit the estiniat-j
ed cost of the 128 buildings of this
year's Match was considerably less
than the estimated cost of the ulnety-
fqur buildings Authorized to be erect¬
ed in the month of March of last year.i
Tht.-t is easily explained. In March of
last year Inspector Deck Issued per-jmils for several Industrial buildings,
warehouses, etc.. that cost a good deal
of money to build, something like:
Jiou.000. In the month of March of
this year, the tendency »eemod to have
!;¦.¦:: to residential buildings, and the
home-makers came in for t29 permits.
Of fcourse, It docs hot take unite an
much money to build s little homo as
it does to build a I Ig warehouse
or a big lee cream factor) or k big to¬
bacco factory, and so, while the num¬
ber of buildings that claimed licens¬
ed existence this past Match, was much!
larger than the number io I e given
permits the same month of the ycarl
pai>t. the amount of money to be spent
In their erection w.ih in the aggregate
considerably less. And so it appeals
that while there has been no lei down
in the building activity, a little less
money was put in circulation for
building this March than for the same
month of last year.

ThliiK* Moving tin.
Since this March report was closed,

permits luve been asked and granted
lor mote expensive buildings, sky.
scrapers, tenement houses, apartment
houses, biff stores, theatres. costly
residences, etc., that will make the
April figures something enormous. Al¬
ready the value ot the permits ex¬
te, .is the value of those tor the whole
month of April of last yeur, and the
month is just half gone.
The belter thought about .ill of this

Klchmond building boom is that lit!
every Instance architectural beauty and-
ornament aro characteristic of the
hew buildings, lie they business houses
on the skyscraper order, apartment
houses on the Improved sti-ejts. tone-,
nieut houses, hospitals, priv;.t«, veil-
deuces or what not. The p.'oplc who
arc building, from the humblest home'
up to the skyscraper, Hiciii to ye show-
Ing civic pride, ami there seems lo be
:\ general tendency to make lUchutondi
Unc most beautiful of Southern cities,

lli>lor> Itepcnthi* Itself.
As sverybody know.-, Hlrhmond aboil I

a hhlf-ccntiiry ago was burned down
,by the fires of war. The rebuilding
was hurried ami in a way was on the.
cheap order. The hurriedly bulll and
cheap houses of all kinds aru now
making way for bettir aiid mote sub¬
stantial buildings;

Kranee, under Boüiho'n rule, ivasfl
cheaply built up. Napoleon III. eama'
alone and overthrew the Bourbons,
lie had been in p >wer but a few Weeks
before tu decided to make r.trls the
most, beautiful city of all the world.1
He told the Bourbons I hey must pull!
down their old shacks and rebuild, lie
put Baron llausHeinnnn In charge of this
work. 'I'he baron w as a regular csskri
and the protests of the Bourbons h,id
n > effect lioph him. Trtu they wanted
In mob him. and did try to. but he had
hrs orders from (lie ICmperor. am! he
obeyed tlicm. He lore down and ho
rebuilt, and lie made oilier folks re¬

build where h tore loivn. and the re¬
sult was Unit Napoleon's dream that
Par's should be the beauty of the
earth was realized before he went dow.n
under German tire. Oh. the Bourbons
"cussed" Baron lluusscmarin i" the bit¬
ter end, bin now their descendants rise
up and fall bint blessed.

I heard a man say the other day (hat
inspector l.icck is the Baron llaussemann
of Richmond. May.the Lord grnnt It.
Go ahead. "Baron"" Beek, with your
good' work, it looks vjry much as it
nichmind in a small way la making
coma right good history repent Itself.

In this connection 1 want to say
thai Will Dnbney of th:- Chamber of
Commerce, said to me the other day:

(Continued on Second Page.)

RICHMOND'S SKYSCRAPERS

1TIIST XATIO.NAL BAAK.
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VIEWS AND NEAR VIEWS;
HINTS AND SUGGESTIONS

As to Big Leaf Tobacco Doings, Virginia Still
Lead?.Some Further Facts Ab:ut buggy

1 ui re! ing.Some Tricks in Trade.Various
Hints and Some Suggestions.

in nt vxk s. \vooi>so.\,
Industrial KillInr.

Thin culiiitni In open Ii» nini rlhutor*
vt Im» have Notucttilat* In mty of n huk-

(festive nature; iiml "ho arc willing to,
mnkc lilnCa timl suggestions looking to
(lie lii'llrr dc\clopimiK or the good old;
Slnlr.n or Virginia, Weal Virginia nod1
N<- Iii ( nrulfnti, noil who can hold llielrj
? ,ir-cstIons down In any one Inmhc to]
loin 150 tu -"I tvorilK. Sued eoin-

rtniinlrntlonM, nddrcssed <n (lie Indus-
irliil Kdllur, will receive prompt . nttvil-
(ion.

(.i-polest In Ihe World.
Itidltor Weblij "of ilie southern To¬

bacco Journal, Mounds liils note of
warning:

'.Danville, Vit., Will liave \<> look to
Iis Illinois. s Lexington, Kv.. now
oiuIms the (llstliu llen or being the

p'in'rgfKt loose or tobae.-o niurket Iii
the world. Iltrefofire Dhiivllo has
claimed thai honor. The Lexington
market, Ihey say, will still r,u,00o,f)0o
potrnda of tobacco iltlA lobavco year,"
Then Is error here, as the'IIIwy jra

would say. Danville has never claimed
10 sell more p >uuds of leaf tobacco
than any market In the world. Its just
claim always bun been, and is u >w. that
it Is the largest ..bright" leaf markt:
In the world. And then there ih great-
ness mid grcalnops; it depends largely
upon how > eu estimate. Ihe greatness
of a market. On; man may estimate
l>y pounds, ami another by dollars and
cents. Kor instance, Lexington, K....
.may this yonr _Ke.il more pounds' of the
heavy loose leaf than Danville sells of
the light, bright leaf, but how about
the footing up of iho dollar column?
The loose 1:-;U. tobacco that Danville
..'¦ells, heWtg . the high-priced bright
goods, will avenge Slfi per hundred
or more, perhaps, while that which

Lex I nfton sells, being only Burley,
will likely average far 1 .^ss per hun¬
dred. Lexington may prove to be llie,
greater in the matter of pounds, al¬
though it will lake the official figures
!<. convince me of that, but in any-
cyctibj it is dimes to doughnuts lliutbanVllla will lead in the number of
dollars required to handle the ifterlngs.
Danville is «tili ihe "greatest brightloose leaf tobacco market in the world.'.'.'Lexington, Ky tu the contrary nol-
wllhsta tiding.
By the way. It has taken some Vir¬

ginia talent.Silas Shelburne, of Rich¬
mond .to mnk Lexington tho bis loose
leal' market i: is. He went out there,
built a waren disc and showed the
Kciituekbitis a Irlck or two In ihe loose'
leaf business. And be is doing Well
at It. as he richly descrv:s'to do.

More \ limit ititggies.
W illiam T. Dabney, thd general bus-

incss manager and high cQCjkeiorillii of
the Richmond Chamber of Commerce,
accosted me on Main Street till other
[day and said: "Vou cannot talk i ><>

much on thai buggy factory iiucstlon.
Richmond ought to have the biggest'
buggy and carriage factory in all the
South, and it I-, going to have It. too,
.but a pood dralof Richmond money has
got to go into ihe enterprise. Keep up
your good talk along this line, and in
du - time the big factory will turn up
here."

Mr. Dabney told in* confidentially
that the recent remarks .in the Views
mid Near Views .olumn concerning
buggy factories hail caused not a little'
Stalk and brought to his desk not a
few letters front oitsldc folks. lie
¦Jells me that some outsiders will be
here within a week or two to take In

(Continued on Second Page.)
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ITALIAN FARME
i OUT 111 ARKANSAS
A Successful Colony of Fruit
Growers ami General W orkers

at Tontitown.

STORY WITH HINT TO VIRGINIA

Mow the North Italians Arc
Making Good Cultivating the

Southern Lands.

IIV W. .1. I.AUCK".
The Italian immigrant of recent

I yours lias shown himself to bo a ca-I nable "Wage-earner in the packing
houses of Kansas City. lie lias also

I been a successful mine-worker in the
coal-producing districts SurroundingI'ittsO.lirK, Kansas und McAloslcr. Ok-
Inhoma. Ii is not generally known,i however, that members «>r this race
have engaged in farming and have
established themselves jh a number "C
lodlilltlcs in the .South anil .Soutli-

I west. line of the most successful
communities is that of Toutttbwii,J Ark., where the North Italian immi¬
grant is meeting with success us a
fruit-gl u\\ or and a general farmer.
Desirable immigrants and |und blij'ers
of this class may lie btought to Vlr-
ginin.

The. Italian farming community of
Tontitown is situated among the
Oattrk Mountains, Thirty years agoHie locality was ,i wilderness slmiiurj to thousand.- of acres thai lo-duy lie
Idle in the Oxui'k regions of Arkansas
and Missouri. Only a s-niill portion
of the land WHS CUltiviited and the
farms were few and scattered,

if An \tlrnetlv« Locality.
Tontitown to-day differs: little in*

nspeei from any presporotis American
community. Most of the land around
the ton u is cleared and .set out in
ripples, peaches and grapes. The or¬
chards, together with, the natural
beauty the locality, give an Italian
aspect lo the landscape, ami it Is not
at all Btrahgo that the Kalian ambas¬
sador, after viewing the surrounding.-,
nsked II lie was.really In America or
in Italy itself,
Small farms, some only twenty acres,

none larger than eighty acres, are the
rule, and rapid progress Is beim; made,
in clearing lite land flltd, planting ap-

(Continued on Third I'agO:)

THINBS LOVELY
DOWNINTHESOUTH
Optimistic Views of New York
Capitalists Who Have Their

lives Turned Sovuhward.

WONDERFUL DEVELOPMENT

The South Makes Better Show¬
ing Than the West, Think

the Capitalists.
George Byrne, a stan correspondent

of the Manufacturers' Record. of
Baltimore, the same fine young fellow
who came down to llteliniond a week
or two ago, and had SO many good
'things to say about this dear old town,
spent last weck in New Vörie, ami
there he picked up a id*, of good iu-

I formation concerning forthcoming
Southern development, in an Intercst-
lug story in the last issue of his paper.I he tells something of the temper of

.Nei, Vork capitalists concerning
Southern development. I quote .from
bun briefly. Ho says:

;. "A feeling of optimism scents to per-
i'cade tin- commercial up.d financial cir¬
cles ol this City, and there is a general
expression of conlldCUCu that the near

..future will witness a business activity|ah«l Industrial expansion that will re-
leal! the busy days prior to the depres-
slon oi' I1U)<; The' opinion . scents to
pri dominate thai the restless Spirit

j thai lias had possession of so great a
proportion of the people of the coll li¬

lt ry will subside with t'le paseuve n| a
few months, leaving a condition of

I business iramiullily conducive io rapid
progress.

lion ii In Hie South.
"Iespecially marked '.- |he optimismI of tin men seen lu re I'ho are Intcr-

ested in I lie Si-nth with regard to what
tin Immediate future nolds In Store
lor iba; section. The expression is
general among Hu m thin the Sr.uth is

! upon the eve of an era . f prbgrcs ana
j prosperity such as has been for the
last few years enjoyed in such large
measure i>> the West, rhey seem to
feel, Indeed, that the record of the
West will be surpassed by that of the
South. This "feeling is based on the
fact that the natural recources of the
South, arc of so much mole varied

(Continued on Third Page.)

SOMEOUTDOORFUN
FOR COUNTRYFOLK
Views of a Countryman, With

Two or More Rather Gra¬
phic Illustrations.

PLEASURE FOR HOME FOLKS

Two or Three Practical Thoughts
Along an Interesting Sub- jjeet.Egg Hunts.

Ill J. Si! IllHtL.
There is always lenough work tor

the country folk, whether out in the!
fields, for the men and boys, or in und!
around the house, for me women and
girl's. There can be no doubt about]
the latter having a sufficient amount
of work every day in the' year to oc¬
cupy liieiii.
Now, the pleasures if the dwellers

In the country might ho termed as
simple by those who dwell in the
large cities, still the) uro pleasures' of
the right sort, affording as they dol
innocent and healthy amusement.

An Illustration.i
l-'or instance, there was a big Kastcrj

egg hunt for last ween in the writ¬
ers neighborhood. li -was given to
the Sunday school children, and what
a delight till time these country chil¬
dren had, Unding the gaily painted,
candy illled Raster egg.-, that had been
hidden by the grown folks in all sorts
of secret nooks around the premises.
The gathering was at a hall neai lh<

Utile country church, the ball hull)
by the efforts of the King's Daughters
of thai neighborhood. II stands near!
the road and a little back. .Ml around]
are the line shade trees, the fallen!
leaves., a brush pile, hotlow log or old
separating stumps. made ideal,

'places for hiding eggs. Some were'
even hhl under buggy seats, bnc was
'hid under a cleft In a saddle that wns
on a gentle pony. Another In the

j cleft of saddle that was on a quiet
'old farm mare.

At a signal from the teachers, the
ichildren who had .beon-kept out of
sight while the ogp-hbllng was in
progress, were turned loose, tigura-
tlv.ly .-peaking, and then there was a
time as thev rushed to und from one
likely hiding pln.ee to another in

(ContinuedTön Third l'age.)

The Business of a Quiet
Week Correctly Re¬

corded.

MUCH BIG TALK;
NOT MUCH WORK

Many Deals and Near Deals
That Foot Up Well Enough
in a Way.An Apartment

House Away Out West.
Suburbs Getting

Busy.
While the past week can hardlybe counted a very busy one. so far

as new sales of real estate wore con¬
cerned, yet the agents tell mc it wasin many respects a very.'busy n eck.
A great lot of work was done lit
closing up sonic pretty stiff deals thathad been previously made und previ¬ously reported in this column.There has been a good deal or talkabout the extension of MonumentAvenue out beyond the present citylimits, and some of the agents urotaking not a little Interest In this
movement.

Colni: Westward.
An enthusiastic realty man talking!with mc on this subject yesterdaymorning, and he talked mighty fast,so fast that I could hardly take downall he said, opened my eyes somewhat

to the possibilities. Ho may be right
or he may be far wrong, but as well
ns I could gather from his rapid talkhere is about what he said:

"The extension of MonumentAvenue, HO feet wide, which is its
present greatest width, to the llorsc-Pch Bond, a distance of mure than
three and a half miles from the.
corporate limit's of the city or It io It -
mond. Is by all odds the most Im¬
portant thing that has been broughtto the. attention of the people of
Richmond for the last decade.
"A committee or wldc-awako

citizens lias been working on this
project for the last six months, and
will make lull report of their pro¬
gress to the: Street Committee of theCity Council next Tuesday night at 8
o'clock. They have succeeded In gain-,ing the. consent of almost every prop¬
erty owner lying along the extension
of this avenue from Itnsencath ltond
to the Threecliopt Road, to open upthis driveway through their farms
nbsolutcly free of cost to the city.There is one piece of property, how¬
ever, that the city of Richmond mayhnvo to buy, und that is a strip uC
land ir>0 feel lung, running throughthe property of W. 3. Forbes, which
was recently purchased by him at a,
very great cost, anel which he willsell to th city for the sum of ¦flS.OOO,
and In consideration of this amount
he will deed to the. city free of cost
necessary ground for the extension oC
Grace. Franklin and Qllniour streets,

t uts In the Men) Tob.
".Since the rumor of opening up this

avenue has been started, a great many
peoplo of means have shown an earnest,desire to purchase large lots along;this new driveway, which would ba
quite four times us much property at
the same cost as land they could gt-6
east of Roseneath Rotid, and thclqhomes would have somewhat the elfter,of those in «.Unter Park, with wld*
lawns and deep lots.a. great difference
to the cramped little narrow strips ofi
land that are occupied as homes by;those living oaeh of Roseneath Koud<
"Should the city of Richmond elocQ

at this time to take over these mognii
llcent new boulevard. II can do SO atji
only the one expense occasioned by,the purchase of the Forbes property*The balance of tho distance, nearly 17,-i.
000 feet, cun be gotten at absolutely,nothing, which a little later would
cost several hundred thousand dollars
to purchase, and from the cxperlencn
wc. huve had on trying to open Rose«
heath Road, a distance of seven city
blocks, at a cost of $17,000. It does*
seem the helghlh of tolly that whet)
nearly three and a half miles of ter¬
ritory Is thrown up for absolutely
nothing, tho city fatticra should
stund Idly by and should not fail lo>
lake this chance of a lifetime."

Denis nml Near Drills.
The agents, generally speaking, Wei'fl

rather busy yesterday closing up
various deals they had made. One linn
I know ot, that is to say. .1. Thompson
Brown & Co.. tell nie that by hard
work they got through yesterday wltltt
recording papers In various ti n inac¬
tions made by them, aggregating over
$100,000. Some of these deals have*
been previously reported In an indefi¬
nite way, but being for large amount*
und valuable properly tiny are worthyof repetition.
Among these deeds recorded Was OUiJ

from Henry s. Ilutzk-r, conveying
thirty-three and one ball acres oC
land on Broad Street Road; for tiioi
consideration of }38,60U.

Another dee.I for a large amount was)
from Bettle Alice Hicks to Kdward
Whlllock and Byron Ben". of ilia
property known as the "Hicks' stable,
on Second Street, between Broad und
Grace streets. The consideration ir»
this deal, which has been previously,
reported, w as |3&, 00». But the Intel ¦<
eating part about it Is that arrange^
moots have already been made for Gu»
pulling down ol' the old stable* a ml '

the erection on the ground of several
up-to-date storehouses, for which
tenants have already been secured.
Plans have been accepted for Hie erec¬
tion of three stores on the old stabil»
grounds, and it is understood they
will be for occupancy In the early fall«

Youngster» to the Proof.
The kids In the buslnthat Is ic*

say, Robinson fc Phllllpi, did some lit-,
tlo stunts the' past week. Thee sold
two houses ort Hanover Street, gcnia.
properties on Clay Street and sottiä
other lots lu l.ec Annex, all or which;
aggregated something like »S5,0OU, a,
pretty good wok's work for a new"
concern: just kids, you Know.
A right big *ale was pulled off by

Ruohrmund & Bowles't.i the West End«
(Continued on Second Page.)


